
Dr. Ofer Waldman – Speaker 
 
Born 1979 in Jerusalem. Since 1999, the 
professional center of his life is in Berlin, 
beginning with Daniel Barenboim’s 
invitation to study music (French Horn). Ofer 
Waldman played at the Radio Symphony 
Orchestra of Berlin, the Berlin Symphony 
Orchestra and as a guest musician with the 
Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. Parallel to his 
musical career, he has been engaged in Berlin's and Germany's cultural and 
political arenas. Today Waldman broadcasts political columns, features and 
award-winning radio plays on German Public Radio. He is regularly invited as a 
commentator and speaker in German media (Die ZEIT, Tagesspiegel, Deutsche 
Welle, etc.). Waldman is an expert in East German history and German-Israeli 
relations. He holds a diploma from the University of Arts in Berlin, an M.A. in 
German Studies and a Ph.D. in History and German Literature from the joint 
program of the Hebrew University, Jerusalem, and the Free University, Berlin.   
 
Topics: 
 
East Germany: A Walled Paradise       
The Berlin Wall; the Ideal and its Failure; Everyday Life in East Germany; 
between Israel and East Germany 
  
Israel and Germany                                  
German Submarines in Israel, Israeli Restaurants in Berlin - and Everything in 
Between 
  
Angela Merkel and the German “Reunification”    
From “Helmut Kohl´s Girl” to Leader of the Free World 
  
“I still have a suitcase in Berlin” (Marlene Dietrich)  
A Virtual Tour Between Past and Presence, Remembrance and Forgetting in the 
German Capital City 
  
The Refugee Crisis of 2015  
Between the Jews of 1945 and the Syrians of 2015 
  
Which is the Promised Land – Zion or Berlin?  
Jewish Communists in East Germany 
 
Contact info: Dr. Ofer Waldman * oferwaldman@gmail.com * 
www.oferwaldman.com *  


